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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of assimilation (idgham) in the
recitation of Abli ‘Amr ibn al-"Ala’ through the evidence presented by Ibn
Ya'ish in his Sharh al-Mufassal. It aims to identify the phonetic principles
underlying Abli ‘Amr’s assimilation choices and to explore their significance
in light of modern phonetic and linguistic approaches. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the examples cited by Ibn Ya‘ish
and analyzing them in terms of places and manners of articulation and the
phonetic relationships between adjacent sounds, while also benefiting from
relevant concepts in modern linguistics. The study first examines the concept
of assimilation and its relationship to phonetic assimilation, and then
investigates its principal phonetic foundations, particularly ease of
articulation and economy of effort, phonetic harmony, and the role of places
and manners of articulation in determining assimilation. It also analyzes a
number of Abt ‘Amr’s assimilation patterns, including the assimilation of
/h/ into /°/, /j/ into /§/ and /t/, /d/ into /§/, /t/ into /1/, /t/ into /t/, /m/ into /b/,
and /b/ into /m/. Particular attention is given to Ibn Ya'ish’s explanations of
these patterns and their comparison with the phonetic accounts provided by
early Arab linguists and Qur’anic recitation scholars. The study concludes
that Abli ‘Amr’s assimilation choices reflect a high degree of phonetic
awareness, manifested in attention to sound proximity, ease of articulation,
phonetic harmony, and the surrounding phonetic context. It further
demonstrates that many of the explanations offered by early Arab scholars
correspond, in significant respects, with concepts in modern linguistics,
particularly assimilation, economy of articulation, and articulatory
proximity. The study also shows that assimilation in Abii ‘Amr’s recitation
1s not governed by a single phonetic principle; rather, articulatory, phonetic,
and contextual factors interact in determining its occurrence. This highlights
the continuing value of the Arabic phonetic tradition for contemporary
linguistic studies.

Keywords: Assimilation (Idgham), Abt ‘Amr ibn al-‘Ala’, Ibn Ya'ish,
Sharh al-Mufassal, Phonetic Assimilation.
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