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Abstract:

This study examines the hadith of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) concerning the prohibition of saying “if only” (law), analyzing its
meaning and addressing the apparent difficulty arising from other Prophetic
hadiths in which this expression is used in different contexts. The study seeks
to reconcile these texts and resolve any perceived contradiction by clarifying
the contexts in which the use of “law” is prohibited and those in which it is
permissible, according to the context, intention, and intended meaning. The
significance of the study lies in contributing to the resolution of interpretive
difficulties that may arise in understanding certain authentic hadiths, while
highlighting the scholars’ meticulous attention to the Prophetic Sunnah, both
in transmission and understanding, and their efforts to reconcile apparently
conflicting texts and dispel misconceptions about them. The study concludes
that there is no contradiction between the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and that
apparent contradictions among hadiths may result from the weakness of one
narration or from an incomplete understanding of the texts. It also
demonstrates that scholars have established methodological principles for
addressing problematic hadiths. Furthermore, the study emphasizes the
importance of intention and purpose in determining the ruling on expressions
and affirms the comprehensive nature of Islamic legal rulings concerning
words, actions, and intentions.

Keywords: Hadith of “Law’’; Abu Hurayrah; Prophetic Sunnah; Problematic
Hadiths; Apparent Contradiction; Reconciliation of Hadiths; Hadith
Interpretation; Intention and Purpose; Hadith Expressions; Methodology of
Hadith Scholars.
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