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Abstract:

This study examines the emergence and development of historical
writing in the Arabian Gulf region, with a focus on the Kuwaiti historian
Abdulaziz Al-Rasheed (1887-1938) as one of the pioneers of local
historiography in the twentieth century. It highlights his pioneering
contribution through his book (History of Kuwait), considered the first
comprehensive historical work documenting the country’s history from a
national perspective, integrating political, social, and economic dimensions.
The study also reviews his intellectual journey, characterized by a strong
passion for travel and the pursuit of knowledge, as he spent a significant
part of his life outside Kuwait, moving between major centers of learning
in the Arab world, before contributing to the introduction of modern
knowledge to his homeland. Furthermore, it underscores his reformist role
in promoting modern education and his engagement in journalism through
the publication of (Al-Kuwait magazine). The study also addresses his
contributions to spreading religious and reformist thought in Indonesia, as
well as his efforts to resolve conflicts within the Muslim community there,
despite the challenges he faced, including assassination attempts. The study
concludes that Al-Rasheed represents a model of the reformist intellectual
who combined historiography, education, and intellectual activism,
contributing to the formation of Kuwaiti national consciousness and the
establishment of historical writing traditions in the Gulf region.

Keywords: historical writing, Arabian Gulf, Abdulaziz Al-Rasheed,
History of Kuwait, national consciousness, intellectual reform, modern
education, journalism, Indonesia, Muslim community
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